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REPORT OF BOARD OF PARK 
COMMISSIONERS 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of Cambridge: 


Gentlemen: The Board of Park Commissioners has the honor to 
submit herewith its twentieth annual report covering the municipal 
year March 31st, 1913, together with the nineteenth annual report 
of the General Superintendent of Parks, as required by Section 4 of 


‘the Ordinances establishing a Park Department. 


The number of Park Commissioners has been increased from 
three to five the past year, and the construction and maintenance of 
the various playgrounds throughout the City, formerly the work of 
the Playground Commission, has been turned over to this Commission. 


PLAYGROUNDS 
"The development of the playground system is one of the most 
important problems that will confront the Board of Park Commis- 
sioners the coming year. The city is fortunate in having plenty of 
land set aside for this purpose, and the important thing to be con- 
sidered is the rapid completion of the work. 

It is the intention of the Commissioners to develop six large and 
up-to-date playgrounds as follows: Thorndike Field, Cambridge 
Field, Captain’s Island, the Mill Pond, Rindge Field and Russell 
Field. Besides these there are a number of school yards intended to 
be developed into playgrounds, as follows: Merrill, Roberts, Peabody, 
Morse, Fletcher, Wellington, Houghton, Gore, Taylor, Willard and 
Sleeper. : 

Some of the school yards which it is desired to equip for play- 
ground purposes are and must remain in the control of the School 
Board. In order therefore to carry out these plans it is necessary 
that satisfactory arrangements must be arrived at between the two 
Boards. 
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However, in the past the School Board has always shown a wil- 
lingness to co-operate with the Park Commissioners in the further- 
ance of this good work. 


PLAYGROUND IN WARD 8 


Permission has been granted by the Metropolitan Park Com- 
mission for the construction of a playground between Western Avenue 
and Boylston Street, and the Commissioners have a site in view near 
the foot of DeWolfe Street, bordering on the Charles River Basin. 





RUSSELL FIELD 


An important event in the history of the City was the completion | 
last year of the new athletic field, built for the use of the school boys 
of Cambridge. A field of this kind has been the fond desire of every 
pupil who has attended the Rindge School and the Cambridge Latin 
School for the past twenty years. In this connection too much credit 
cannot be given His Honor, Mayor Barry, for providing this magnifi- 
cent recreation ground for the schoolboys of the City. Credit should 
also be given to the members of the former Playground Commis- 
sion, Messrs. Shea, Buckley, Beale, Vallely and Riley, under whose 
direction the plan of the field was drawn. 

Russell Field was built primarily for the use of the Rindge and 
Latin Schools. It is located in North Cambridge, with access from | 
Rindge Avenue and Dudley Street, and within five minutes’ walk of | 
the electric and steam accommodations. The field will furnish ac-_ 
commodations for all the different sports, ample in extent, including © 
a football gridiron, two baseball fields, quarter-mile track, with | 
runs for the different athletic events, viewing accommodations from : 
two concrete grandstands, seating 8,000 people, accommodations for 
locker use and a ticket booth also being included. The enclosed field — 
covers an area of seven-acres. There is room for two baseball games 
to be played at the same time, with no interference from the fielders. | 

A quarter mile cinder track varying from 15 to 20 feet in width © 
was laid out to admit of a 100 yard straight-a-way track 20 feet wide © 
and also a 220 yard stretch of the same width, but continued around ‘ 
the curve at the lower end, both runs finishing opposite the grand- ~ 
stand. Within the enclosure of the running track is the area to be © 
used as a football field and which is ample for the purpose named. 

s 


- 





Locker Building, Russell Field 
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Also, within the track enclosure, but at the opposite end, is the area 
for use as a baseball field, with the diamond area raised six inches at 
'the pitcher’s box and sloping to the grade of the base lines. The 
diamond area was covered with 12 inches of loam and then sodded. 
‘The base lines are of cinder and loam construction with a loam sur- 
face to avoid injury from sliding or falling. The pitcher’s and catcher’s 
boxes are of clay construction in order to insure the firmness of the 
‘surface when in use. 

In front of the grandstands and adjacent to the baseball dia- 
mond have been laid out runs for the different athletic events, viz.: 
‘the broad jumps, hop-step-jump, high jumps, pole vaults, shot-put, 
‘etc., constructed of cinders and loam, with the landing places of the 
‘jumps loamed to a depth of eighteen inches. All the area to be turf 
‘has been fertilized and sown with a suitable seed mixture, and the 


| whole area of the field is level excepting the diamond before men- 
‘tioned. Cinder paths for spectators have been constructed from the 
‘main entrance to and in front of the grandstands. For purposes of 


observation, two concrete grandstands of ingenious design and con- 
struction have been built, one along the north side and opposite the 


100 yard straight-a-way and the other fronting the baseball diamond. 


The size of the football stand is 420 feet long, and of the baseball 
stand 120 feet. A locker building with toilet and shower accommoda- 


tions has also been built close to the main entrance and within easy 


distance of the field proper. A ticket booth has been erected at the 


‘entrance with turnstile approaches and accommodations for ticker 


atrangements when necessary. 
The locker building has room for between 300 to 400 double 


lockers. This will prove ample for the football squads of the Rindge 


“School and the Latin School at the same time, and also leave ample 
_locker room for the visiting team. 


The Field is not limited to simply the enclosed portion but 
covers an area of about twenty-two acres. There is room outside the 
enclosed field for the laying out of two and possibly three baseball 
diamonds and at least one regulation size football field and tennis 
courts. 

The completion of the field opens up entirely new problems, one 


of which will be the proper division of the receipts taken in from 
games played by the Rindge Technical and Cambridge Latin School . 


| 


teams. The head masters of both these schools have shown a willing- 
ness to co-operate with this Board in arriving at a satisfactory settle- 
ment of this important problem. 
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With the income that it is hoped will be derived from the gate) 
receipts we believe it will prove not only a profitable investment for | 
the City but will enable its two high schools to maintain their proper | 
plane in the athletic standing among the high schools of Greater) 
Boston, as well as assist greatly in the physical development of 
hundreds who may not be selected to make up the different 
teams. : 


{ 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


PARK LOANS 
Amount of unused balance of 1911 appropriation reappropriated April | 
wk als Bint Co) {emer aint ere Ph MMI ireeE $3,589 02) 
Amount appropriated July Sth, 19120. u.. | Ae 50,000 00- 


$53,589 02) 
PLAYGROUND LOANS 


Amount of unused balance of 1911 appropriation reappropriated April | 
Ath TOS Sats oh ee als oOo Ce Be Se 9 ee $23,748 09 © 
Amount-appropriated August 9th, 1912°o, 72. en aa ae ee Se 35,000 00- 


$58,748 09 
PARK MAINTENANCE 
River Parkway, Sections A, B, D, F, G and H: 








Amount-appropriated June 3d, 1912: -_- > See ee $8,367 00. 
Cambridge Field and Shelter: | 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. $6,679 50 . 
Amount appropriated October 31st, 1912 ......... 300 00 | 
6,979 50 | 
Brown Tail Moth and Elm Leaf Beetle Extermination: } 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. $6,000 OO 
Amount transferred March 6th, 1913, from Main- 
tenance, Thorndike Field \... . 0... Sa - 500 00 
Amount transferred March 6th, 1913, from Main- 
tenance,’ Rindge Field . 72. Jol ws eee 200 00 . 
Amount appropriated March 7th, 1913 ........... 100 00 7 
—_——_——_——- 6,800 00- 
Shade Trees: 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. $5,000 00 
Amount transferred October 10th, 1912, to Main- 
tenance, Removal Dead Trees os a ee 202 28 
$4,797 72 


Amount transferred November 14th, 1912, from 
Maintenance, Floating Bath House ahca Pyne 234 47 : 
wa 5,032 198 


Commons, Squares and Public Grounds: 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912........... ’ 2. 4,942 00 









| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
I 
| 
| 
' 
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Rindge Field: 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. 
Amount appropriated June 20th, 1912 ........... 


Amount transferred March 6th, 1913, to Mainten- 
ence brown Lail Moth Ex..........5.......5. 


Removal Dead Trees: 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. 
Amount transferred October 10th, 1912, from Maan: 
DM EIIO™ | TOCS oi ine ew eve aces 


| Salaries—Playgrounds: 


Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. 
Amount appropriated August 8th, 1912 .......... 


Amount transferred November 14th, 1912, to Main- 
memes asoneral ACCOUNT. .. 005. ... 66. se eae 


| Salaries—Office: 


Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. 


Bath House: 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. 
Amount transferred November 14th, 1912, from 
_Maintenance, Floating Bath House .......... 


General Account: 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. 
Amount transferred June 24th, 1912, to Street De- 
partment, Maintenance ..............20000: 


Amount transferred September 16th, 1912, from 
Maintenance, Street Department ............ 


Amount transferred November 14th, 1912 
from Maintenance, Floating Bath House...... 
from Maintenance, General Expenses......... 
from Maintenance, Salaries, Playgrounds ..... 
Amount transferred March 6th, 1913, 


from Maintenance, Thorndike Field ......... 


Floating Bath House: 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. 
Amount transferred November 14th, 1912, 


to Maintenance, Bath House ..... $135 65 
to Maintenance, General Acct. .... 100 00 


to Maintenance, Shade Trees ..... 234 47 


General Expenses—Playgrounds: 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912... Sch cares ak 
Amount appropriated August 9th, PER cae Seimei 5 cli. 


Amount transferred N ovember 14th, 1912, to 
Maintenance, General Account .............. 


$3,898 
300 


$4,198 


200 


$3,500 
202 
$2,750 
325 
$3,075 
79 


$1,725 
135 


$1,511 
432 
$1,079 
125 
$1,204 
100 
133 

79 

50 


$1,226 


470 


500 
375 


$875 


133 


86 
00 


86 
O00 
00 
28 
00 


00 
00 


00 
63 


00 
00 
OO 


00° 


00 
00 
92 
50 


00 


00 


10 


00 
00 


00 
92 


$3,998 86 


3,702 28 


2,995 50 


2,790 46 


1,860 63 


1,567 42 


750 90 


741 08 
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Dana Square: 
Amount appropriated June 20th, 1912 


Thorndike Field: 
Amount appropriated October 3d, 1912 
Amount transferred March 6th, 1913, to Mainten- 
ance, Brown Tail Moth Extermination 


9 ig Oar 


Amount transferred March 6th, 1913, to Mainten- 
ance, (seneral Accotnt::.'c5. ties Sie ots Re 


Longfellow Park: 
Amount appropriated June 3d, 1912.............. 


$1,000 00 
500 00 


$500 00 


50 00 


—— 


$500 00 


450 00 
250 00 


During the year bills payable from Park Loans have been ap- 
proved by the Board and certified to the Auditor to the total amount | 


of $27,955.80, as follows: 


PARK LANDS AND CONSTRUCTION 


River Parkway, Section A: 
CSONIEES UCLIOLCCOUINE Warde oe et oes wee fdney Shae 


River Parkway, Section C: 
eOnstrcuun Becoulte so. oe coe. oO ee oe 


River Parkway, Section D: 


Moarishritorton ACCOUNL, . ss kleecs Coek ce een oe 


River Parkway, Section E: 
Constructtoniaccotints t:c.25 608 Seca ee 


Floating Bath House: 
Construction account ..2.2 (3% oe eee 


Dana Square: 


Constrmchion account. 686 .oc5.00 uk 2 sue ee 


Granolithic Walks, Cambridge Field, and Rearrange- 
ment Memorial Gateway, Cambridge Common: 

Construction account...... Cw ahet eg Bhs ahs a OEE 

Amount expended 


ove [6-0 ee a ©, Beye) 6 & lelthael kk ain eee ee 


Balance unexpended :... =. }..4 . 29 eee 


$8,623 53 
8,599 80 
6,038 20 

Il 07 
3,460 00 


1,111 42 


111 78 


27,955 80 


$24,733 22 


During the year bills payable from Playground Loans have been 
approved by the Board and certified to the Auditor as follows: 


Land for Playgrounds: 
RADA ACCORIVE. Wok saci Sai tiey Okc Saat eae 


Russell Field: 
Construction accounts. sone 2), tah ee eee 
Construction and Equipment: 
Construction account 


$600 00 


28,925 61 
19,098 55 


$48,624 16 


$10,123 93 
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During the year bills payable from Park and Playground Main- 
tenance have been approved by the Board and certified to the Auditor 
as follows: 











Amount Balance 
Expended Unexpended 
River Parkway, Sections A, B,D, F,GandH ........ $8,310 45 $56 55 
Brown Tail Moth and Elm Leaf Beetle Extermination, . 6,759 08 40 92 
jieamipridge Field and Shelter ...................0.0.. G.ISS SLs ee eet 
OS ee 5,030 12 2 07 
‘Commons, Squares and Public Grounds .............. 4,941 66 34 
rr 3,983 71 1615 
ECOG So ee ek ee we TEL UP. het RR Co fe 
ea a Sn. Ais 2 nig Wena 
EE ae 2,779 34 11 12 
ES ee , 1,563 19 4 23 
ES Ee ar US60; 63°" Te ee es 
OS STE) ae ea TBO GOT Ba aan 
Mareneral Expenses—Playgrounds .................... Ch ORS pe AS 
ECE Ne eS de lee oe 497 52 2 48 
I ra eee kes 424 83 17 
ES, EL 244 14 5 86 
ISOTONIC! Goo. cae esc eieo ee se ce eee ns 21 37 3 63 


| 
| 
' 


A detailed classification of the expenditures will be found in the 
report of the General Superintendent. 
| Since the beginning of the work in 1893 there has been expended 
_to date of money raised under Park and Esplanade Loans the sum of 
$1,638,746.93. . 

The division is as follows: 


River Parkway, Section A: 


I Se ee rrr $180,960 84 
EE Sa a eo 9,416 83 $190,377 67 
- River Parkway, Section B: 

SO rr 111,530 32 111,580 32 

River Parkway, Section C: 
OO) Fe 123,312 86 
. DRE Lee ces re eee eve ere eee eee a 31,701 08 155,013 94 

River Parkway, Section D: 

SEMMMUTEIPTRAOQCOUNE. oo. fs ee ee ee ews ee eee 128,810 72 

ER a ir eee ar aes ae 95,047 25 223,857 97 
River Parkway, Section E: 

SNR MOMICOUNIG. sc oes cc oe ceed es oes dee els 1,270 77 

EEE a 67,145 OO 68,415 77 
River Parkway, Section F: 

PIII ICCONIUL © oisre ig 65 moss oop eo vcard he ewes 8 69,912 84 

gk Se ons ak oe cv Gwe 6 stovele'e diave’s 67,491 62 187,404 46 
River Parkway, Section G: 

aC COIN, wo". vk os eee ca wht OW ae 121,117 78 


IT hy te at Se Rate vane 86,824 82 207,942 60 
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River Parkway, Section H: 


COnstPacuon acconuts sno tae on. a ers 


River Parkway, Delta, Cambridge Bridge: 


COnStrction ACCOUNT, oo oe oe ri hoe ee oa 


Rebuilding Sea Walls: 


Gometniction-netonnt, cate lo. eel ne ree 


Cambridge Field: 


LOnstreaction: ACkOUNL! =o5. oh se tt Ga ees eee 
LTC ACOOUNCA PSR yu ee Tey et nae ee eee ee 


East Cambridge Embankment: 


Constrictioiaccount. ooh foes 2c a eo ee 
LaveOCUt ee hoe. aaa Sea pte Okc wae k oP 


General Account: 


Consthiocion accoun{ oe. vise: o aoa eek ee 


Rindge Field: 


Canetraetion secoune. «io. Soin. les vo ON cca eee 
LAO OLE OP Week ee eck nnn a hcl oa ee 


Office Expenses: 


C2OnStriction QOCOUInE > i641, aon ash eel oe eee 


Broadway: 


COMStENeTONIACGOUNE Souan roe k oo eae Oe eee 


Nursery: 


(onstriction- account. < so Soc" sok pe Seabee 


Improvements at Rindge Field: 


Constriuetion- ACCOUNt: os co. ca at bea. te ee 


Hastings Square: 


Construction accounts. ees Pree 


Baths and Lockers: 


Construction 2ccoun tes 6 0. oss 2s eek ee 


Winthrop Square: 


Construction Account > 2. Siu. te ee 


Shower Baths and Heating Apparatus, Rindge Field: 
Construction accomits. co... oS a ee 


Dana Square: 


GopstriuctiGn account > gio.5 ssc< Svs de pe 


Mill Pond: 


Conetruction account =. 0 aii 


Fort Washington: 


Construction account.o ea. Jo cc eee 


Washington Elm: 


Constraction account... ct. tack Se ee ee ; 


Memorial Gateway, Cambridge Common: 


Constriction-account 7.2.6 boo da ea eee 


Porter Square: 


Construction account, ty Ac... fk 2 ie ee ee 


$13,135 
927 
10,887 


128,513 
78,884 


102,897 


- 45,231 


55,352 


19,307 
31,461 


15,915 


11,635 


9,240 


7,788 


2,683 


2,500 


1,866 
1,891 
L111 
999 
929 
466 
565 


20 


30 
83 
89 


59 
85 


93 
40 


45 


86 
95 


29 
27 
49 
98 
O7 
00 
26 
10 
42 
ries 
79 
98 
O7 


87 


$13,135 


30° 


927 83 


10,887 
207 598 


148,129 


55,392 


50,769 
15,915 
11,635 
9,240 
7,788 
2,683 
2,500 
1,866 
1,891 
1,111 
999 
929 
466 


565 


89 
44 


33° 
45 
71 
29 
27 
49 
98 
07 
00 


26 


10 


42 


77 


79 


98 


07 


20 87 
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Floating Bath House: 
MI TEPECCOOUNG > eo vs acc eve se vac ve tes $4,483 28 $4,483 28 


$1,643,241 32 
¢ Less Park Revenue for 1894 and 1896 merged into land and construc- 
lr ea le Sauk pee ales Gelue a 4,494 39 








$1,638,746 93 





| Of the whole amount of Park Loans expended to April 1, 1913, 
31 per cent has been for land and 69 per cent for construction, as 
follows, . 


DME EMMTIG MAGS TEVEMUCS)\ S... csc kee ce be cb eee $508,710 31 
OS 1,130,036 62 


$1,638,746 93 
Respectfully submitted, 





DANIEL A. BUCKLEY, 
WILLIAM M. WADDEN, 
DAVID J. NELLIGAN, 
JOHN T. SHEA, 

JOHN J. AHERN, 


Park Commissioners. 


—e a 
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REPORT OF 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS 


Cambridge, April 1, 1913. 
To the Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Cambridge: 


Gentlemen: I have the honor to present my seventh annual 
report as General Superintendent of Parks, covering the financial 
year of 1913. 


SECTION A 


(Area, 9.07 acres) 


Section A extends from the south line of Main Street as widened 
for the approach to the new Cambridge Bridge to the west line of the 
third street east of Massachusetts Avenue. 

Work was commenced on this section on November 4. 

The area 80 feet wide and 1,303 feet long as well as the ribbon 
strip on the 30 and 40 feet roadways lying between Wadsworth Street 
and Cambridge Bridge received a covering of loam about 12 inches, 
leaving it ready for seeding. 

The ribbon strips running parallel with the river required some 
excavating, and the material was used to fill the depressions in the side- 
walks. 

The thirty foot roadway on the entire section hea i oe coats 
of oil. 

On account of the hauling of the loam several ruts are now vis- 
_ ible between Wadsworth Street and the Bridge and should be patched 
as soon as possible. 

The two thirty foot streets that were cut through the centre 
lawn in 1909 in front of the Exposition Building were filled with loam 
as these streets are no longer needed, the building not being used for 
what it was originally intended when the streets were laid out. 


12 
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Three hundred and eleven feet of iron fence were erected on the 


sea wall from Wadsworth Street to the Bridge under contract with 
the W. A. Snow Iron Works at a cost of $1,445.38 at the rate of $1.37 
per lineal foot. This completes the fence along the entire wall. 


About 150 feet of board walk were laid on the sidewalk on First 


Street under the steps leading to the Bridge. 


Nine young trees were planted to replace those that had died. 
Four thousand, two hundred and forty-two and two-tenths cubic 


_ yards of loam were used at a cost of $1.23 per cubic yard. 


SECTION B 
(Area, 19.72 acres) 


Section B extends from the west line of the third street east of 


_ Massachusetts Avenue to the west line of the fourth street west of 
the Avenue, but does not include Massachusetts Avenue. 


Twenty-six Welsbach lights were maintained during the year. 
The usual care was given this section during the year, four men 


| being employed from April 1 to November 1, in cutting grass, clean- 


ing shrubbery beds and walks. 
The appropriation for maintenance was sufficient to allow the 


_ repairing of the iron fence along the sea wall. 


A contract was made with Babcock, Sanborn and Davis to re- 


_ move all the poor parts of the top rail, about 2,500 feet and to replace 
' same with new three inch boiler tubing at a cost of $756. This in- 
_ cluded one coat of red lead and two coats of Grafia. The remaining 
_ parts of the top rail and the rest of the fence were thoroughly cleaned 
_ with wire brushes and received one coat of red lead and two coats of 
_ Grafia. This last work was done by the regular park employees. 


The fence is now in good condition and with a coat of paint once 


_ in two years at least should last for a long time. 


The running through of Ames Street by the Street Department 
to the Park road required the removal of two trees and one lamp. 
The trees were replanted on the ribbon strips near the entrance to the 
new Exposition Building at Section A. 

The 30-foot roadway on this Section received two coats of oil 
and with the exception of a few small ruts east of Massachusetts 
Avenue, where there is a continuous traffic of automobiles, the road 
is in first-class condition. 

Two trees were replanted. 


14 . PARK DEPARTMENT 


SECTION «-C 
(Area, 13.39 acres) 


of Massachusetts Avenue to the east line of Brookline Street. 

The principal work done on this section was between Brookline - 
Street and the foot of the elevation. 

About 1,030 feet of the 30-foot roadway were filled to sub- aie : 
with material purchased from different contractors, the surplus— 
material that was at the Stearns and Fletcher School yards and 255 — 
yards from Mill Pond Playground. 

About 2,100 yards of gravel from the beach at the other end of 
this section were also teamed and placed here. | 

Considerable filling was received from the Street Department 
when they were rebuilding Massachusetts Avenue. 

About ten inches of cinders were then placed on the surface and 
were thoroughly rolled with a fifteen ton roller. A tarvia macadam — 
road was then built. : 


Section C extends from the west line of the fourth street west 
| 


The remaining part of the roadway between the foot of the ele- 


vation and Section B, about 2,800 feet, was patched with Tarvia X 
and gravel, then oiled and rolled. This part of the roadway is in a 
very poor condition and should be rebuilt with a Tarvia macadam 
the coming spring. 

This is the only piece of gravel road remaining between Cam- 
bridge Bridge and River Street. 

Thirty-eight tree pits were dug the usual size fourteen feet long, 
seven and one-half feet wide and four feet deep and filled with loam, 
leaving them ready for planting. 


The ribbon strips between the tree pits were brought to sub-— 


grade and received one foot of loam. 
The fifteen-foot sidewalk on both sides of the roadway between 
Brookline Street and the Bridge was brought to grade and finished. 


The sidewalks east of the Bridge require considerable more 


filling to bring them to grade. 


Eighty-two feet of curved edgestone were set at the corner of 
the Park road and Brookline Street. Sixty feet on the south side, — 


thirty-two feet on the north side. 


Three catch basins were built, one here and one half-way between — 


Brookline Street and the Bridge. 


The area lying south of the park road between Brookline Street 


and the railroad track which was used by the Street Department and ~ 


4 


-4 





Section C, Looking West 
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others as a dump for years was cleaned, and is now in a fairly pre- 
sentable condition. 

Fifty-six trees were planted. 

The following material was received: 266 loads cinders: 1,849.5 


cubic yards filling, 844.9 cubic yards loam, 827.95 tons cracked 
_ stone. 


SECTION D 
(Area, 38.31 acres) 


Section D extends from the west line of Brookline Street to the 


south line of River Street. 


Twenty-nine Welsbach lights have been maintained until March 


_ 20; eighteen on the driveway and eleven on the Island, together with 
_ three arc lights on the beach during the bathing season. From March 
_ 20 to date, twelve forty-candle power lamps were installed. 


The 40-foot roadway between Magazine arid River Streets was 


| completed on the same principle as the 30-foot roadway on eee 
3B, namely, Tarvia macadam. 


The cracked stone for both these roads was delivered under con- 
tract by McCarthy Bros. of Somerville at $1.40 per ton. 
The seven and one-half foot ribbon strips on both sides of the 


~ road were finished to grade with loam. 


Thirty-seven trees were planted. 

The fifteen foot sidewalks between River and Pleasant Streets 
were graded and finished. The sidewalks between Pleasant and 
Magazine Streets require about 500 yards of filling to complete 
them. 

Fifty-five feet of curved edgestone were set at the corner of the 
Park road and River Street; thirty-one feet on the west side; twenty- 
four feet on the east side. 

- Two catch basins were built; one at each side of the roadway. 

The bath house was opened seven days each week from June 17 
to August 24, with the following attendants; two life guards, two men 
in the men’s bath house, one man in each locker house, one woman in 
the women’s bath house and one woman selling tickets. One extra 


man was employed as a relief man so that each regular attendant 


could have a day off each week. One extra woman was also employed 
two days a week so that each attendant in the women’s section could 


have a day-off each week. 


16 PARK DEPARTMENT 


As I said in my report of last year these buildings were built in 
1900 for temporary use only, and have long since outlived their use- 
fulness. 

One hundred ninety-six dollars, ninety-two cents was spent in 


repairing these buildings this season, with poor results, as the condi- | 


dition of the buildings is past repairing. 


The receipts for the season were $682.53, a decrease of $444.81 — 


from last year and the smallest receipts of any season since the 
opening. : 

The laundry work was done by the Quaker Laundry Company 
at $2.75 per hundred suits, 65 cents per hundred stockings, and 75 
cents per hundred towels. 

New bleachers were built 120 feet long with five tiers high. 


They will accommodate about 400 people and are apparently very | 


much appreciated. 

The ball field received the usual care and attention, being kept 
raked and rolled. 

The following material was received: 533 cubic yards loam, 
1,245.7 tons cracked stone. 

On January 6, twelve sixty-candle power lights were installed by 
the Cambridge Electric Light Company, on the park roadway be- 
tween Magazine and River Streets, the cost of these lights being 
$26.72 per light per year. 

On March 20, the sixteen Welsbach lights on the park road be- 


tween Magazine and Brookline Streets were replaced by twelve 


forty-candle lights furnished by the same company. This change was 
due to the increased price of the naphtha lamp, which was $7.90 per 
lamp per year. 


SECTION. E 
(Area, 1.77 acres) 


Section E extends from the north line of River Street to the north 
line of Western Avenue. 

It is the intention of the Commissioners to construct this section 
the coming season and have it open for public travel by the first of 
August. When completed it will fill a longfelt want as it will permit 


a continuous drive along the bank of the river from the Cambridge — 


Bridge to the Hospital, about three and three-quarter miles. 
In March an agreement was made with the Walsh Brothers con- 





EE ———— _ a 





PARK DEPARTMENT 17 


tractors to take down and remove all the buildings belonging to the 
department adjoining the property of the Riverside Press and to 
dispose of all the material. In consideration of this the contractor is 


_to receive all the material contained in said buildings. 


On February 13 the department advertised for 850 lineal feet of 


coping for the sea wall. The lowest bid being $1.20 per foot, this con- 
tract has not yet been awarded. 


SECTION - F 
(Area, 18.89 acres) 


Section F extends from the north line of Western Avenue to the 


east line of Boylston Street. 


Seventeen Welsbach lights have been maintained during the 


| year. 8 


This action received the usual attention. Two men were 


employed during the spring and summer months caring for the grass 
and shrubbery. 


The forty-foot roadway was patched and received two coats of 


oil. This is a gravel road and is constantly used by automobiles. 


We find it very difficult to keep it in fair condition, especially between 

Western Avenue and DeWolfe Street. Several ruts are now visible 

after the winter and will need repairing the coming season. 
Thirty-three trees were planted. 


SECTION G 
(Area, 16.07 acres) 


Section G extends from the west line of Boylston Street to the 
east line of the land of the Stillman Infirmary. 

This section received the same care and treatment as Section F. 
with one exception, four men were employed instead of two. 

In the building of the new bridge by the Metropolitan Park 
Commissioners, which will necessitate several changes on our park 
at this point as the grade is about five feet higher than our park grade, 
several of the shrubs in the beds on both sides of the street as well 
as six young elm trees had to be cut down. 

Thirteen trees were planted here. 
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SECTION H 
(Area, 1.44 acres) 


Section H extends_from the-east line of the land of the Stillman 


Infirmary to the Metropolitan taking at Gerry’s landing. 
This section was cared for by the men employed on Section G. 


LONGFELLOW PARK 
(Area, 2.14 acres) 


This park received the usual attention and care such as cutting 
the grass, cleaning the shrubbery beds and walks. 


CAMBRIDGE COMMON 


The work that was commenced last year at the Memorial Gate 


— 


was completed in May. Two hundred and sixty shrubs were planted — 


at each side of the entrance. 


Seventy-four and one-half square yards granolithic walk were — 


laid at the entrance to Massachusetts Avenue. 


Seventy-five feet of the sidewalk was bricked to extend the walk © 


to the entrance at Garden Street. 


The board walks are in very poor condition and require re- — 


pairing every year when they are relaid in the fall. 

I would recommend that one granolithic walk be laid here san 
year. By doing this the board walks would be eliminated in a few 
years. 

Fifty-five young maple trees and one elm tree were planted. 

The lawns adjoining the entrance to the subway were completed 
early in the spring, this work being done by the Boston Elevated 
Railroad Company. 


4 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The flagpole that originally stood on Cambridge Common had — 


to be removed on account of the subway entrance. 


At the request of the School Committee it was set on the grounds : 


in front of the Public Library, as this was considered an ideal spot. 
The School Committee agreed to take entire care of the flag and pole. 


enganesna ne Ry 





Memorial Gateway, Cambridge Common 
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The work of resetting and-repainting of the pole was done by the 
_ subway contractor without expense to the City. 

| The grounds received. the usual care, one man being employed 
_ the entire season. 


FORT WASHINGTON AND HASTINGS SQUARE 


The usual care was given both these squares during the season. 


CLLyY BALL 


The grounds around City Hall received a coat of sub-soil and 
fertilizer was used. It was thoroughly rolled and during the dry 
- season one man was employed three hours each day watering the 
grass. 

The appearance of the grounds was much better than in former 
years. 


WINTHROP SQUARE 


Three young trees were planted here to replace those that had 
died. 
- The grounds received the usual care by the men who care for 
Section F. 


.BROADWAY COMMON 


: About 15,000 square feet of the southwest corner were set aside, 
_ together with the old Stearns School lot containing 10,000 square 
_ feet, making a total of 25,000 square feet for playground purposes. 

All the shrubs on the lot were brought to the Nursery and planted. 

All the surplus material on the Stearns School lot, about 220 
yards, was teamed to Section C and used for filling. 

An eight-foot wire fence was erected on the line between the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the playground. Eight new steel 
screens were placed on the church windows to prevent them from 
being broken. 

Two hundred sixty-one feet of four and one-half iron picket 
fence were erected across the Common from the alley to the entrance 
on Harvard Street. This was done to divide the park and playground 
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with the hope that the park can now be kept in a presentable con- 
dition. A new iron fence of the same style was erected around the 
Stearns School lot on Harvard Street and the alley. 

A new brick walk was laid along the east side on the entrance 


from Harvard Street to the Common one hundred and ten feet long — 


and ten feet wide. 

On account of this Common being used for a Siete for the 
past two years it was necessary to spade and regrade all the lawns 
and they are now ready for seeding. 

Posts were set around the different spaces that are to be used for 
lawns and a strip of fence wire was placed on top. 

The base of the flag-pole was in such a condition that it was neces- 


sary to remove the pole, eight feet cut off the base, reset it and repaint 


it. It is now in fair condition. 
An eight foot brick walk was laid from the flag-pole'to Broadway, 
a distance of about 150 feet. 


DANA SQUARE 


This square has also been used as a playground for the past two 
years. 

A new picket iron fence four feet, eight inches high was erected 
all around the Square by the W. A. Snow Iron we at a cost of 
$937.00. 


Two granolithic walks were built by the F. O. White Construc- — 


tion Company at a cost of $1.34 per square yard amounting to $304.18. 
The lawns were spaded and graded and a border sod laid. 
Shrubs were planted in each of the eight corners and the four 
centres. 
One unnecessary tree was removed and the rest trimmed. 
A fence was built to protect the lawns. 
This square when seeded and when the grass and shrubs have 
grown will be one of the best in our park system. 


HENDERSON SQUARE 


This square received a covering of loam to the depth of one foot. 
Grass seed was sown, and shrubs planted in the corners, making 
a great improvement to the surroundings. 
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EAST CAMBRIDGE EMBANKMENT 
(Area, 8.35 acres) 


No construction work was done here this year. 
A new floating bath house was opened June 17,.1912. It was 


_ placed about half way between the Cambridge and Craigie Bridges. 
_ It was opened as a public bath house seven days a week. Six days of 


each week from 9 A. M. to 9 Pp. M. were reserved for men and boys. 
Thursday of each week was reserved for women and was open 


_ from twelve to eight with a woman attendant. 


This bath house was very much needed in this section of the 


City and was greatly appreciated, especially by the men and boys, 
as the accompanying table will show. 


During the very hot weather the bath house was not large enough 


_ to accommodate all those who desired to use it, notwithstanding it is 
80 feet long and 32 feet wide. 


On Saturday afternoons and Sundays there have been one hundred 


to one hundred and fifty waiting in line for their turn. Although 


the women had the privilege of the use of the bath house but one day 
in the week the attendance was good. 
The attendance at the Floating bath house was as follows: 








1912 Boys and Men Girls and Women 
I Te Sy... eae lee So ee 12,250 250 
SR i an na 22,100 1,700 
ES I RS re a ey 14,600 1,250 
IS en ea 4,047 200 

53,267 3,400 
SN SEE 8 ee 6,667 


RINDGE FIELD 
(Area, 11.28 acres) 


Two hundred and twenty-six and fifty-nine hundredths cubic 
yards of good binding gravel were spread over the area around the 
building. This has been a great benefit, as there is no trouble now 
from dust as heretofore. 

A new drinking fountain has been erected on the west side of the 
field by the Water Department. 

The ball field was kept in good condition during the season. » It 
is the best patronized field in the City. On Saturdays and holidays 
matched games are played by the local teams. The Boston news- 
paper men and the Cambridge Trades League played most of their 
games here. 
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The Fourth of July celebration under the direction of the Com- — 
mittee of the City Government was as follows: 

Three games of baseball, band concert and fireworks in the 
evening. 

Six games of football were played during the season. 

The shrubbery was trimmed, the shrubbery beds cleaned. 

Eight maple trees were planted. 

A plank walk was laid across the field from the building to Yerxa 
Road. 

The walls in the lounging room were painted and the wood 
work was varnished. 

The shower baths are growing more popular as the following 
table will show. 

On account of the very mild weather this winter there were only — 


SS —— <= SO 


; 
seven days that skating could be enjoyed. : 
« «. 
The following is an account of Nursery stock: 
; TREES - 4 
Per Platanoidas: wv. Fe 6s de ds diese e oa a ck) ¢ Ua dhe ne 528. — 
Plot SAC CHATUMD iP so, a piece via is vis'e doe y's» bain Pen eae 23 
Platanus orientalis 5.500655 f0c0 64s eves ue oe ee ~39 
OCRCUS TUDTA ace ae bn ak oe Te bo 20e Wino eyes 104 
Athia, “AMMCTICATIA oo Fi es ys oe ann SS gs a ipa ec 39 
Dintus@imerivatia 6 Sr se es on or Ss 30 
; 
SHRUBS : 
Amorpha fruticosa 27.4... 2.2.05 Fin Ss a ae 7 : 
Andromeda-japonica 2... nei ed be 8 
Arala petitaphyllas niu; es ee ss en ee UE 50 
Azalea AMOeNA “15 be cp ahs ke aca es 'vcas sw dob WR aee tee 10 
Baccharis halimifolia “0. See. Vie oe eg 64 
Berberis thunbergu fos oe Fe aaa ae ee 0 ee 800 
a WIE PAIS Sate raha tates sige * aie eres OP es a 5 
Buxus Sempervirens Virig ig sees hat ooo b> ae ee 20 
Calycanthus floridus 200.050 000 ne hae a ¢ oa wo 21.4 
Caragana arboresCems = 2.0. 6 oie oes ale eo ols cons 0 ta 43 
Celastrus scandens 5.580426. see os ws nel 2 oe 38 
Clethra alnifolia ‘iif. 0.3 5 late ne. Tie aes oy ee 90 
Cornus florida 9.055. ces nana hehe oo one S's oe ge oe 21 
nee paniculata “..a-c0. OSS se eens vedas so oe 19 
ME SRBCTICE APS 55. She sd dies laws OE Ua ovina Meee cae 8 
“SSANGUINGA yo. ee Bon aes Hee va ee nce rr 8 
Cratzegus oxycantha -.. 0. ls dasd i ie ries ou cs deus + se 42 
Deutzia crenata 4.2. 65085 ick. Es a ol on 0 ee 10 
as BTACHIS. oe eh ea ay bv eee a dlp sy es 10 
Eleganus longptipes’...¢...-. 06.05 ob cew a we a day ee One 5 te eee ee 9 
Ewonymus radicans 0.0.00. cin Foes eo) Do. bb ale way on 150 
Exochorda grandiflora «... v.56 deg haere ay be os en a 17 
Forsythia fortuneti. 2... 4.5. Spa eee kde ec tele na Oe 100 
e gle loll shss): MS 70 
Hyd drangea asplenifolia \. i... eS kes joan oa, be a 5's 40 
paniculata 2. ake cen se se on 2 
Thex glabra wo. cue cet va ves let me ob edea pen, oe 
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re  . ygiwre vies Wis sin 05-6 weet v dee bee as 
ag INR are, are 5s 5 8b ok pk Co Wowk wee ww niet b ete ay be) 20 
hy, aR aca 9 Sg we hoe ok Vas BO Oe hs © OSD Sop 32 
* EN ae Ri ar 8c sen ln ce eK a ob cb FVR Deile ¥ Sta UO Wee Vin he 86 
ty ESRI Sin. soc hye Geeta wvidce 4% Posie MAN ie too F wigs yee Y 
EE ble Sess oN ae A Soran bcd th daa eka ede =, 320 
5 ag oy Sd Sg bi ing oS x Rieitcbata Save Bless Caw 6 has wend 50 
ET te 8 Fo Bay eda kG la ey what aioe dyelens weg Une hie 20 
IER See PES les lie 0 eked es vs wie de ecled sede DRE 60 
NS eres oisre al s biale neo vaie ns volstelele Ua dees wi w dale aware 2.400 
Mahonia aquifolia ........ ERT M etd CPC MIEN Qe an ct travele d Ga Matias hs ete Et coud 8 
ES Gre ny ane ee aor PN hare ane 17 
Rhamnus catharticus ...... 1 RROD Re Nee ee Oe icp ann Sapte. 20 
ee Ne urea c's ce d-wia sk ous Guv ald vi waie we cb hie «hen 45 
TN ear ae aye ake anoe Gin ed hn whe wane Seas s ew es 30 
SS ae ka ee bee baa ee Cae eer be bees 2 
Ee en es Sao tin ys ov ale comme ce Ges vps 9 nbahes plats Ligtee 5 
hg eh. os a ve wee awe webs peeking awoke 3 
ETRE So re gk, Vin os ocd sb wieis aln oad vebe eee dates 1 
a a no ig ba cece woe otis Bae Cine apes 3 
eer ef ele oack na luce w si le Sele a) Vet uke ta meas 150 
EN OD er i oS ae ete Caw Gi ek dN ove eee Pens 20 
RT Of ore ny nd, fs UG. ie pt ev ca ee caw bee cae eee 21 
I ae oe Caan soa ce os Lees EY eS 30 
Ca coli. a dood oo oo via ase Cie bere Rk Rince Bea 5 
Eg Se ai Cb wb vc wee A beter e 9 
tee, an a woke oS ve wien oe Oe ewe tle’ 50 
Ee ie ek aes kpc Gale Pt ie wa be eee eee Res 40 
vic ne pwaiew es dave « nee Wiel De ene 16 
ed nk bees yy Mee oe Pe 202 
eg cS pg ona clasp icles Gioie se bate tow bie dich wg at Cweeees 10 
TS ES gr a Ss ee SE 14 
“ i ES Tae a a a Ee ogee: Angin: 5 
ra a Ogg es sc a ACS 40 
5 EE Pegs a a ask Sralgia fala ce 07m, um inn Meee 2 
4 I ee Sn gg ian etka cou i ne bee ae We a em 18 
EM eo ayy ea Spade She a ies Sa ee ee ee - 
a rye er Pah oN oe aes 8 Pe lee wtine Rue ale be 3 
ee es ase ak be eee eee ee 200 
Re ge a Pie opine de hye nalule wher eters ae eras 100 


The following table shows the appreciation of the shower baths 
at the Shelter Building last year: 


1912 Men Girls and Women Boys 
EE 578 ae! 50 
SS sale « e/a cme e's 750 50 200 
Cnr. OS "Nic Set ins, San 740 200 250 
Nae skp bcc ve Sees 998 475 400 
ey. ea. SS eae 846 320 360 
ce ae ne wt ene _ 834 80 100 
i I a 500 ae 40 
og ate ee een 412 a 49 
ee 390 eee 20 

1913 
I as ig Poa elas ws va o's 432 Rey 35 
gt Oe Paes eid acs 365 ae 29 - 
rs oe ev ovals one ® 510 ne, 39 

Me 7,355 1,148 1,572 
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CAMBRIDGE FIELD AND SHELTER 
(Area, 12.64 acres) 


The shrubbery beds were thoroughly cleaned, the shrubs trimmed 
and the grass was kept in good condition. 

The shrubs in the beds around the playground have suffered a 
great deal, being trampled upon by the men and boys in pursuit of 
balls which enter or go beyond the limit of the ball field. I can sug- 
gest no remedy only a proper fencing of the whole field. This to my 
mind is the only way that will give proper protection to the shrubbery 
as it is natural for the players to follow the ball irrespective of what 
damage they* do. 

The condition of the surface of this field is growing worse every 
year. When this ball field was constructed it was finished with a very 
coarse gravel, consequently the stones keep coming to the surface so 
much that it is necessary to rake it after every ball game. I would 
recommend that a surfacing of a good sandy loam be spread over the 
entire field. This, I believe, would be the final solution of the diffi- 
culty and would last many years with very little expense. 

The shower baths were used to a great extent and have become 
a very necessary and proper institution. 

During the year the old shower baths were remodelled and ten 
sets of new and improved fixtures installed. An extension was made 
and five additional showers were added with up-to-date fixtures. 

A new boiler and heater were installed and at present we are 
able to supply the patrons with all the hot water they require as the 
new heater is more direct and the capacity of the boiler doubled. 


A new concrete floor was laid in the shower bath room. An addition — 


of four feet was added to the brick wall. 

The Fourth of July celebration was under the management of 
a Committee of the City Government. Ball games and running 
matches were successfully carried out, ending with a display of fire- 
works in the evening. 

As usual the Central Labor Union had the exclusive use of the 
field and building on Labor Day, and sports and games of all kinds 
were enjoyed. 

The summer playground work will be found in the segare of 
the Supervisor of Instruction. 
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_ The following is an account of stock on hand at the field: 
600 feet rope ' 
P 426 towels 


100 feet garden hose 
~ 40 tons coal 
30 lbs. nails 
20 iron rakes 
_ 200 rolls toilet paper 
6 wooden shovels 
5 ash barrels 

5 short-handled shovels 
4 iron rakes 

4 lawn mowers 
_4 wooden rakes 

1 iron ladder 

1 step ladder 

1 flag 

1 hoe 

3 scufflers 

3 long-handled shovels 
3 picks 

3 spades 

3 floor brushes 

2 wheelbarrows (iron) 
2 push brooms 

2 forks 

2 trimming shears 
1 step ladder 

1 box soap 

1 cross cut saw 

1 feather duster 

1 reel for fire hose 
1 hand brush 

1 hand saw 

1 platform truck 

1 set bases 

1 monkey wrench 
1 pair pliers 





The shower baths continue to increase in popularity as is shown 
| by the following account of bathers: 








1912 Boys Girls Women ~ Men 
a 747 nis 611 2,832 
ae 893 any. 1,126 3,623 
EOE) i a Re er 2,470 249 803 6,136 
i eins wae 8,266 Pas 938 5,192 
Sa i ee 942 eE 275 816 
Ig bec Bi ee ewe elm SEA eS: 542 
er 745 Hee ol 2,929 
UN gine ences 916 ee 964 2,832 
December..... Ms os, AB, goes a ates oie a. 770 2,925 
| eee 598 avg 929 2.740 
ss es cy weet 278 es 535 2,165 
Cs 98 ok Bie 2.716 
8 Oe eee 16,325 249 8,199 35,445 
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BROWN TAIL MOTH AND ELM LEAF BEETLE ~ 
EXTERMINATION 


Two thousand five hundred private estates were cleaned of syPsy 
and brown tail moths during the winter months. 

Two thousand seven hundred and fifty trees were cleaned. 7 

Although both these pests are on the decline in this city it is still | 
necessary to go over the ground just as carefully as heretofore in order 
to prevent a recurrence of the trouble we had with them in former 
years. 

All the trees were sprayed with arsenate of lead in order to de- 
stroy the elm leaf beetle. This treatment has been very successful 
as we have seen no effects of their destructive work the past few 
years. 

The leopard moth still continues to spread and is doing a great 
amount of harm to our trees. While three years ago it was only found - 
in the vicinity of Harvard College, this year we have found it as far 
west as Lakeview Avenue, as far east as Prospect Street, as far north 
as Russell Street. No successful remedy has as yet been found to 
combat it. 


SHADE TREES 


A great amount of work has been done on shade trees the past 
year. : 

One thousand eighty-five trees were planted, 859 of these were 
planted on the various streets throughout the city, 66 on the Cam- 
bridge Common, 150 on the River Parkway, 10 on the Cambridge 
Field. 

This is the largest number of trees that the department an 
planted in any one year. 

Two hundred ninety dead trees, 118 stumps, 69 heads removed. 
These stumps are still standing and should be removed as soon as 
possible. There are also 276 dead and dying trees throughout the 
City that will have to be removed the coming season. 

The $3,500 appropriation for the removal of dead trees removed 
126 dead trees, 49 stumps. The average cost of each tree was $22, 
and an average of $14.86 for each stump. 

Five hundred and seventy-two wire guards were repaired; 1,317 
new wire guards were put on; 631 trees were trimmed. 





PLAYGROUND ACTIVITIES 


Thorndike Field 
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THORNDIKE FIELD 





g This field is situated in the easterly part of the City in a cosmo- 
politan district. It is bounded on the north by property on Spring 
pStreet, on the east by property on Sixth Street, on the west by Ninth 
Street and on the south by Charles Street. The field contains about 
} three acres. It is divided into two parts, two and one-quarter acres 
in one large field and three-quarters acre in the small field. 
a The land was purchased by the former Playground Commis- 
sioners and work of construction was begun by them in 1911. This 
_work was continued under their supervision until July 1, 1912, when 
by an order of the City Government the work of this Commission 
was given over to the Park Department, which Board was increased 
from three to five members. 

The greater part of the construction work of this field was com- 
pleted while under the control of the Playground Commission; the 
remainder of the work is near completion. 

This field, formerly a marsh land, had been filled and levelled 
with material taken from the non-accepted end of Vine Street, so 
that Vine Street now ends at the property line on Sixth Street. Clay 
had been spread ten inches deep over one half of the field. About 
400 yards of gravel had been dumped in loads. Trees and shrubs 
had been planteds An eight-foot link wire fence with gates and con- 
crete posts had been placed across the field to serve as a dividing line 
between the large and small playgrounds. Sewer has been laid and 
catch basins have been built. The water system had been installed. 
Concrete benches, a wading pool, pergolas, bleachers, a jumping pit 
and a running track were all being completed. Contracts had been 
made for furnishing and erecting athletic apparatus. 

The Park Commissioners took control on July 1, 1912. The 
greater part of their work consisted in finishing what the Playground 
Commissioners had well under way. One-half of the depth of clay 
which had been previously spread over one-half of the field, was, 
after due consideration, removed and spread over the remainder of 

- the field. Over this area twelve inches of good yellow loam were 
spread and rolled. This makes an excellent surface as it is cohesive, 
stoneless and elastic. Its only defect seems to be the dust which 
arises from it during the dry season. This could be easily overcome 
by the application of some of the dust layers that are on the market. 

_ The baseball diamond was laid out. A back stop was built. 
Wooden benches were erected near the sand boxes, under the pergolas 


_ 


4 
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in order that the mothers might have some place to rest while their 
children were playing in the sand boxes. A link wire fence was erected 
around the small playground between Charles Street and Vine Street 
on the boundary line of the property on Sixth Street. This fence was 
extended along Vine Street as far as the fence that now divides the 
two playgrounds. This makes an enclosure around the entire field. 

The large field consists of the following: One combination gym- 
nasium outfit for boys, sixteen feet high, with the following apparatus: 


1 long steel-lined shute 

1 formed steel inclined ladder with guard rails 
1 pair formed steel incline poles 

1 drop forged steel flexible ladders with anchors 
2 steel climbing poles with anchors 

1 pair ball bearing flying rings 

2 steel horizontal bars 

1 pair jump standards 8 feet high 

1 pair jump standards provided for varying adjustments 
1 pair giant stride 

2 basket ball outfits 

1 jumping pit 

1 ball-bearing steel trapeze 


The small field consists of the following: 


1 wading pool, 40 by 25 feet 

4 steel-lined shutes, 16 feet long, placed on concrete embankment 
Pergolas with seats and tables 

Pergolas with swings for children 

One ten feet swing outfit 

2 see-saw outfits, each consisting of 412 feet 
Teeter boards, and a pipe frame 16 feet long 
6 kindergarten box chair swings all complete 
1 eight feet swing outfit 

1 12-feet swing outfit 

1 merry-go-round 


One man was employed to take charge of the field. 


MERRILL SCHOOL YARD 


This school yard, which has been used as a playground, is situated 
in a very densely populated part of the city. 

A new fence should be erected around the entire yard as the 
present one is in very poor as well as a dangerous condition. 

The grounds should be regraded and the drainage re-arranged, 
as it is very difficult to hold water for flooding purposes. 
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FLETCHER SCHOOL YARD 





The surplus material that had been dumped here for the past 
two years was removed and taken to Section C on the River Parkway. 
The grounds are now ready to receive a finishing coat of either loam 
or gravel. A new fence should also be erected around the entire yard 
as the present one is in as bad condition as the one at the Merrill 
School. 

The grounds and fences around the following school yards should 
receive attention the coming season: Ellis, Houghton, Morse, Pea- 
body, Roberts and Wellington. 
| All these repairs are absolutely necessary if the children are to 
receive the full benefit from these playgrounds. 

A complete account of the work done during the summer on the 
various playgrounds of the city may be found in the report of the 
Supervisor of Athletic Instruction. 

A complete account of the work done at Russell Field may be 
found in the report of the Park Commissioners. 

The department purchased an automobile for the use of the 
_ Superintendent at a cost of $625; up to the present time it has given 
very satisfactory service. 


THE YEAR’S EXPENDITURES 


The expense of the department for the financial year of 1912 are 
shown in the following summary of the departmental accounts: 


PARK LOANS 


| (Lands and Construction) 
penrereeitiated Jilly Sth, 1912 6) 008 ed ce cc ee te eee $50,000 00 


mamount transferred July 25th, 1912, to Dana Square .............. 1,100 00 
$48,900 00 
EXPENDED 
_ River Parkway, Section A: 
ee $5,217 90 
0 1,858 15 
Oe Co 1,445 38 
MI SR ess en ba ee oe Sons 88 50 
a 1102 


Pere OOIS, CCC“. ee 
$8,623 53 


MUMIEEEMERT CED, TOPIOOTO oe ks i en ea a ees $8,623 53 $48,900 09 





Se ee 
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PARK LOANS—Continued ' Ps 
AMOUNTS OF OUT JOPWATE? faa che Oe ba Be wns ne $8,623 53 $48,900 00. 
River Parkway, Section C: 1 
PORT OMS pete preset ee oh its Ls nae a ee $3,402 16 4 
Ag Nesting Saeed Sea A Ta eR ae tle 1,166 25  @ 
MASACK OU: SUONE Sere y ince Mathie ioe icnae es 1,159 13 5 
T ASUETS Ses i eeaviead eo Wat PK al eee <a 1,111 41 i 
ErALASDISS Scat Hats zs bn fates nr, case a Oa 702 31 j 
PALME BOR Pata s ES eta. Soa ee a 524 53 3 
RO Aeon Pate gh oA eee at ees 358 50 q 
CIR ROT SIGCEV EY & ety oct wie nee. hae oe 49 88 
PU SCGLONG 1. tt ks Swe ie ee eee Bes 45 86 
PV SIICS Meee aA tee Rig toner SEN ete oes we 27 00 a 
PLO Wale TOOLS, CLG a ene a ae 18 42 - 
pewer pipe and brick” pla tess 12 76 : 
Stakes for Mnoimeerss oman ad bse a 9 90 
AMTEUGOL re. eS eens eer ae hs aka eae re, Sek 7 65 
PRUVORIEING oc a eee lahen Sees. 4 04 
ice 8,599 80 
River Parkway, Section D: . 
TRA EOU Sa ns circa cr etic a etnies «wee ak a4 $1,893 29 
CPACKCEReLOnP eh emcee Aes asi sacs See 1,756 62 
at WM LOL POM WAY ses) vine’ cd alte nes 1,037 54 
AVEIY Sn Corea ty eta eas ent adald sce hee Pate 5022 56 
BlegathersiCOMLPAC Mics sews aa Pee sae 443 00 
PASAT Ger Steer, SEINE cea a hyde eh aber ai 203 94 . ; 
ALVES Ce ee ta gf 2 Gas ep ene pee ee ap 127 O1 j 
Stakes for engineers ......... Baha ttes G 20 40 
TA VRE SSIS ve Siting aiace age Sie a 15 11 
Hardware LOGS CLGr oy. sees va Sess 1s be 
1S EELS IS Ce oNe iheee easy ty AP Ne i ROR EAE ae Rea are 5 50 
—_—_———— 6,038 20 f 
River Parkway, Section E: 
ACEVOREIEING Fld: Cte emia is eco obs Beat $8 82 
PAVE Ser So Mths orate Pe cae ee 2 25 ; 
——_—— 11 07 . 
Total amount 63 eo 00.05 0 are ia oe 23,272 60 
Balance unexpended ais. .s.. os sn ss eee ae $24,727 40 
FLOATING BATH HOUSE 
Amount of unused balance of 1911 appropriation reappro- 
oriaged April 401 G12 Sse. seer vile bicsat ee eine ee ee $3,476 72 
Amount transferred November 14th, 1912, to Dana 
DONATO sha gmietins ad 4S | eee ae Sale eee ee 16 72 4 
SS oe 
EXPENDED 
Balance On contac: ct cha kien Gs Ke fa eau yea $3,460 00 © 


. 
be 
: 
3 
¢ 
3 
: 
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PARK LOANS—Continued 
DANA SQUARE 





' Amount appropriated July 25, 1912, transferred from Sections A, B, 


ES oes 5, k Vk. vine ve en tlewis oo eke ees $1,100 00 
Amount transferred November 14, 1912, from Floating Bath House... 16 72 
$1,116 72 
} EXPENDED 
I ke ccs ete eee $937 00 
a ra 146 10 
ES ie ee 25 05 
ee ve ee oe ee 3.27 
INIT rT a, oe a ane 5 hw ow babe e ofeach $1,111 42 
ON Ts ea ea $5 30 


_GRANOLITHIC WALKS, CAMBRIDGE FIELD AND REARRANGEMENT 
OF MEMORIAL GATEWAY, CAMBRIDGE COMMON 


| Amount-of unused balance of 1911 appropriation reappropriated April. 


I ee ie Ee ne et ee iw teas oka eRe bees $112 30 
EXPENDED 
} Construction of granolithic walk in front of gateway.... $107 28 
menirubs tor planting at Gateway ..........2....6..4.. 4 50 
I ols. ge, a8 'eb Spee soln img. mers toe 111 78 
_ Balance unexpended ESS Sy SS I a Renee PODS Ryans ure? $0 52 


PLAYGROUND LOANS 
CONSTRUCTION—LAND FOR PLAYGROUNDS 


} Amount of unused balance of 1911 appropriation reappropriated April 
SSR iy ee reg ann aro Oe er ay Se gare 7 $4,365 00 


ETE rs oye Se cee cules Va Barents $600 OO 
MMIISIINTTC Corner are Sree aye NG oor aha ee ee 600 00 


RPIORTIORN OG. 5505-5 Sins a bee ap eR ET « OU Aden er eg tan $3,765 OO 
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PLAYGROUND LOANS—Continued 
CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT, RUSSELL FIELD 


Amount appropriated August 9):10 12. eden. ov. 0. vo $35,000 00 
EXPENDED 

Contract for building bleachers, etc. (partial payment)... $16,306 25 
Contracwion prading, Tilling etc. ys" less aa kk ee ee 10,456 00 
Nir aeur with GLCItCCh oe ahs ok Sv eS esl 1,963 86 
PGR a lien Macrts aha ees ie eke aie eg hin ha hp 177 00 
TSAGCR AAMT, DAL NGI fo. os 4, 2o ols Sie ee neh s 2 cys Oa 10 34 
TOOT LISI Sr Sit nO hue Moto tie Rink eek yar) wih ine alle ken 10 25 
TCL Ties SOT TAP PGs ao oe gitkin teu oho buses als alec is ae 1 91 

‘LOtal amount oo. ot a 28,925 61 

Balance mexpended on 0.k ook. 2% ee $6,074 39 


PARK MAINTENANCE 


RIVER PARKWAY, SECTIONS A, B, D, F, G AND H 


Amount appropriated June'3, 1912... <3... 5 se $8,367 CO 
EXPENDED 
Section A: 
RAGING tA ecole Scent rs Go atic eae $170 43 
REPawrINe Ion Tene we. vs we kee 135 00 
EPIL eA UTM wala 0 forty | kc SEM sue oot 108 75 
Painting won wence Piva ssn Seals C8 41 08 
CES ee See STORES cette icin Uae 9 90 
prose tor tying trees “ust >. fk hon ee 3 47 
AGM CLIASINO Ys ern Ue Secon ook OE 2 38 
SRS $471 O01 
Section B: 
PRUNES Weer Sutil sd Vr alle Lae, ch $1,445 23 
MAS PATS SS oat we tas ZN ee ee, 758 80 
Repairing iron fence. ............... 710 51 
inne, roadway «Gaia meee, ene ue 206 27 
aiming arom Terre aa ats sips nn wed os 41 08 
Signs (painting and lettering) ....... 15 19 
parc ware <toolsPrerG, “a ke eee oe 6 67 
RAIMI O Sh Sr ce dims Swe tie dea o Paks 12 00 
PAS VBMARIRE rah ee re Mois ahi g Oe 6 12 
riese for tying trees: Bice’ on, te ae 3 47 
A TECRYS ws tre Stetina sh cAtAME ec Soke 2. 20 
—— 3,207 54 
Section C: 
BTROR erate ankle ae ERS oh cia $61 60 61 60 





Amounts carried forward .......... MT en ae $3,740 15 $8,367 00 


PARK DEPARTMENT 33 


PARK MAINTENANCE—Continued 





Amounts brought forward........... f Ud oe Ne cies $3,740 15 $8,367 00 
$Becticn 1: 
SG ee $667 42 
Lighting (Welsbach St. Ltg. Co.) .... 520 07 
Lighting (Camb. Elec. Lght. Co.) ... 49 13 
RR 40 70 
Flooding field for skating ........... 6 68 
ES 60 
—_—___—_—_. 1,284 60 
Section F: 
A ee $642 12 
ee 496 02 
1 sg aN SS 36 30 
DO 25 40 
Tandy an es oe ss ns 9 00 
———— 1,208 84 
| Sections G and H: 
co eS Se $1,079 51 
Lighting ....: (SASS ihe 747 69 
RII Fo hares eb es es 182 32 
be Sane SS See 37 44 
IIIUNRRORT RD ea sd ce kk wee a we 15 00 
TIN EMR SoG Si eoccicae hws ss 14 30 
CO IRE 60 
———— 2,076 86 
ST 2S ieee a re 8,310 45 
ERIN creek thee Sis vs oe cet ples ewe we be ee $56 55 


CAMBRIDGE FIELD AND SHELTER 





Meeeeeeeroronraied {ne 5, 1912. ee eee e ees $6,679 50 
Amount appropriated October cy 8 LSU op pee pt onl ogee SA tintin 300 00 
$6,979 50 
eexmount tratsierred from Reserve Fund .............6..2- eee weees 4 31 
$6,983 81 
EXPENDED 
THE FIELD 
i le ono fie e'nins 0 oc oe ee $2,052 41 
ee gl al 623 10 
Se 42 00. 
NS SS 40 13 
a 31 25 
Lumber repairs board walks ............ 15 24 
I, ces a te eae ee 12 32 
Merinrawmeres LOOMS, CLC.- ..... 6. te. ee eee 7 03 
a ee 5 74 
ES Sea 2.25 
———————— >| $2,831. 47 
ST ST fs a re $2,831 47 $6,983 81 
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PARK MAINTENANCE—Continued 





Amounts brought forward .. 0... .cecce ccc ccc cet cnes $2,831 47 $6,983 4 
THE SHELTER 5 
PRN T OLS org eile sak tin ak eae AR Se te $2,385 62 
Installation of new showers and new heater. 855 20 j 
MGHAE Wie ther tg eee ie tal ott Iie mare ends te oe Be 423 00 » 
Mlecirical Work “Gia. viv Sale re a ae ee oh 55 85 : 
Dinmne Ceminewiti mle 8 be acai, ee ss 55 00 4 
LAUTGET INE “COWGIS ont oi sy, pet ong Oe eS ad 44 92 j 
LAP R ae eA cared cio Phares eee eit 44 10 4 
Pamt, hardware, tools, efC.. 2... ln ws 40 25 3 
Alteration to building on account of new 4 
BHO WETS Meena Ge eRe 9s yl os Phe 38 74 ‘ 
SU DPICS re tanis pan M ONS elie Phy aes ye 33 37 j 
PTDINS TEVA Sei ke Cima Soe ece yeas 22 13 : 
Ode SF het otra okey RW alee ae 17 28 
SOneh a penait ser Minlep cs Weak ule G6 i etetce 15 51 : 
Building wall in basement .............. 9 80 C ’ 
PPVELE IE Oe nae Ae i; APs OE es ee 4 75 t 
RED airs Od aoe Rene OT Sets aed cleweach 3 4 35 j 
RASHEED abit oe eis iae amie weet: eae ace 102 47 
4,152 34 | 5 
A ofa Amount) Pee. la cos ee ey - $6,983 8b 
Balance munexpended® i250. 10s 6. eee oe ee 


BROWN TAIL MOTH EXTERMINATION 


Amount-appropriated: June-3, 1912 —onc:c-slc, eee) a 
Amount transferred March 6, 1913, from Maintenance, Thorndike 

Field if SVG tn a oes ce a 4 ie ed ne 
Amount transferred March 6, 1913, from Maintenance, Rindge Field. . 
Amount transferred March 7, 1913, from Maintenance, Reserve Fund. 


EXPENDED 
say TON Ge tae pen hee arse Ol a's 4 een see a SB PASS 
mrsenate of lead ous Fists Wis. Peels. ane SA 513 30 
CATIA E eg Meera swe Ye a 9% alantie eta cael 255 00 
Care and burial of injured employee.................. 157 36 
Repairs spraying machines <5. ek ee ee ee 55 96 
Wewzladders and repairs-212. 42 vs sa coe cae 64 48 
Printing ‘‘Notices to Property Owners” ....:......... 34 30 
Hardware; tools, 660505) ote AG Sec cee Gide ee 34 25 
POC bASE BLAIS + 5 San. ee GA Wed oe vob a ees a 30 00 
LAUDE. hrs, Greens s ergy Gy ae entered eon Se 20 51 
Pliigenaseeg rts ahs rived ee eae ale CER ike 18 00 
Er CS ASOHSIO sate 1 ee Si So Cec rue epee me Rls hb) ok FOR ae 14 69 
OVDSING ois akad Seats Datars Bhiaites Pairs e 4 eee ag oa oa 13 93 
Repairs ese pace + vic gee Pa Marts co ase ae a's aah ark a 1 20 
PAPICR AGE. cL ea Be es Dig aNd oF eed .85 


sae weetesere Ceo epee ns € wo ee 6 e © 6s Bie en ee eee 
. 


eecunDtecaeeeecedeo st 6 6 4 0p 0 6 6s oe See eee eee 


$6,000 00 
500 00 
200 00 
100 00: 


$6,800 00 








ik Meal ‘a oe 
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PARK MAINTENANCE—Continued 
SHADE TREES 


GP 


i Resscnsist appropriated OS ait) 2 ae ey ae Sicha toles 
Amount transferred October 10, 1912, to Maintenance, Removal head 
I rt es. in Gee ave Seee Ge ee eteun 


Amount transferred November 14, 1912, from Maintenance, Floating 


ny ce ey 0 cleat a's Vince G0 8 sos Wome weet 
EXPENDED 
IS St ae a $3,048 65 
mrees... I ES a er 887 50 
a eg Ge aly ss eg enn cote een est 352 45 
ee a ne 340 00 
py 2 SEY ST oe oe a a 260 O00 
ee 80 50 
Se AD ie Ee 17 O1 
Hydrant repairs (damage caused by tree falling)....... 13) 32 
SE nS SR ee a re 9 84 
IS ye SE rr 6 99 
Repairs light (damage caused by tree falling).......... 5 45 
ON ee a Ee Se ee te 5 00 
Marte OTetaiseCIGC Walks .. 5... 20... ee ee + Lev 
ERIM eg ecw ers ee el kee 1 66 
MS ac aS 6A ied nas ka kk Chee ues e 
REIT Yt hy) os yes Se cue Pod ed ed eo eee thes 


COMMONS, SQUARES AND PUBLIC GROUNDS 


Pee oeronriated June, 1912 2.0... ee eee nacee 
EXPENDED 
TR ess kee sos es ns ce ewe ne $4,062 77 
I I rs. ores ev ce ves es i sees eee 340 64 
Memimuer Tepairs board walks .... 0.0... cee eee ee 106 87 
Repairs flag-pole, Broadway Common .«.............. 89 67 
ES ee nn er ee 60 20 
oo cie sv n'a aces vce cv meses penue es 45 00 
ro eects RSs ee ee ke eee e's 44 80 
ys a Ses Gale alee eee ee ee ener Brg 36 00 
Merete eerie Way, COMMON... 2... 62. kee ee ees of 2 
oucme top-masts, fixing hilliards ...........2...008% 26 00. 
EI eae Se 24 89 
Ce. ee oe oe eee 14 70 
Flags for Broadway Common ard Ft. Washington .... 14 15 
I, oe ce se Sea ae ce eee een 12 75 
© Bricks (used at Memorial Gateway) ................. 11.78 
pameeseice and Regulations ...........0c.002e0es 7 00 
I eT. a) os Mo ee ee tt Sie ee hE Te ee 4 00 
RE gE en nN 3 24 
EMITS re TREC RE 5 Sig 2's ick a RIO IEE 
EMER OCTIO‘ GS 5 65 .s, oc whoa sa an'e 4%. bx 0 oP SP ew a ae 





$5,032 1! 


5,030 
2 


$4,942 


35 


00 
28 
72 
47 


12 
O7 


00 
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PARK MAINTENANCE—Continued 
RINDGE FIELD AND SHELTER 


Amount-appropriated ‘June 8, 1912. fc... na o. e e 4 
Amount appropriated June 20,1912 2... 62. Jc. 


Amount transferred March 6, 1913, to Maintenance, Brown Tail Moth 


HEXtErmunation soi fs ven ea oe oe 3 Us 5 ws web oe 0 0 bce 
EXPENDED 
THE FIELD 

PAV YONGE eect R wiht ee cee! enw lps he $1,746 40 
TEA CL hh Tee CN cate Sat bes 249 24 
Lighting (Camb. Elec. Light. Co.) ....... 173 28 
Lighting (Welsbach Street Ltg. Co.) ..... 59 19 
Dulas, VACK ShOP spe save ete eat eee 14 70 
Bases for fields ..... RE ie ge WAR A ee 2 75 
PO WEL EhIe a ath an ea Gat Are PN Se te 2 18 
CDE HP ae ov rs Per en a he Dal divi he 1 05 

Re ee 

THE SHELTER 

Sr AIN Lee NOY GATE nite Siccse: Oo Gre awe EE $1,463 99 
ic IE NAS See ia i RR CUR aR OB 135 35 
BEN OG Leite See IY noe ie Se woe PROM pik 27 00 
Patilet nie (LO Welsch’. c sa). Ve bnabd Glas ha ene 24 76 
PRPS MRD eal a5 ou ak hn iaie he won yn a he 22:37 
DOD. See. BRD Ae SE vs Se te ae ee Are Ae 18 82 
DUP IOS im aly cent ee bias Se eal alt aaa 18 19 
LS TCL ren Bie ho ee ek 3 enone Noe ig es a 13 68 
MOUS PACs ate el ele a yes ce 9 Ol 
Beer CeiAl Sapper ci c.g whcche Svataruea a hehehe 1 75 

——_—_—— 1,734 92 

Total amount: : oc )coes ke oth 

Balance unexpended °°). ..0..00.... 092 «ao + eee , 

REMOVAL OF DEAD TREES 
Amount appropriated. June-8,.1912 ©. 2... 220... 0. ee 


Amount transferred October 10, 1912, from Maintenance, Shade Trees 


EXPENDED 
Pasrolig’ sos Wis ea es Che awe gp ee ee as oa $3,296 46 
GS Veakh at: Ri tee Ne OAS eA aN Myers MeN eNd | Robbe Cte 300 00 
Hatd wate tools @te ict. 00 o fac sbacte tetris «sala ad 29 76 
Repairins tools se Pow se iis sean aighe aby! otnl os baat 26 05 
Flores hveing es etry. kine lok". ade raeid sce elalntok i pee caeee 23 16 
BhAarpeninig. Sawa. c. Topee rere ene oe ow ters oo eae 21 05 
DIGS Wie Tenaiisvo, Men Re Th sh ent upc ul, eee 3 30 
Harmess repairs and supplies «sich eo ee tne ee 2 2 50 


Total amount 


os © ee eee a 6 ae 6 4 8 mo 6 ee ee el 8 fh eee eee ee 
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PARK MAIN TENANCE—Continued 








SRTPRIVICAYIV) hao ccd ¢ dk daha. Sen 


SALARIES—PLAYGROUNDS 
@emnount appropriated June 3, 1912 ......................eea evens 
Sunounemmpronratca August 8, 1912.... 2.0... 0.0. 00 eee ee 
Amount transferred November 14, 1912, to General Account ........ 
| 

| EXPENDED 

Salaries of Teachers 7 La Se ii gee ee a ie Re ee 
SALARIES—OFFICE 

Pentamnronrintced Jine 3, 1012. ©... 1... ce ee vue eee 

EXPENDED 
| Salary of General Superintendent ................... $2,000 00 
lealary Of clerk and bookkeeper ...................... 779 34 
| RN RE a i cae be ale a ty eel 
ICT eye. ge kc eee bee ecw eead’s 

BATH HOUSE 

Amount 2 ITS: 00 2 5 
' Amount transferred November 14, 1912, from Maintenance, Floating 
ee we Saba gb de ce ajacebes 

. EXPENDED 
| CO ee 1 SN SSS Pog ee eee rere $1,175 97 
_ Repairing buildings ....... nh SS Dhar SE TR Cee 196 62 
» Laundering suits, towels, etc. .............. scence 122 42 
ei As ce ey ae aba ee 170 00 
mipnimenouses amd beach ...... 1... i eee ee 117 24 
Perne TOOANS 6... we. aR RA A SUA OS 22 81 
III oe. sh ee ee hha be cas 15. 57 
0 oe > BISON Til Let eee rn 13 00 
SuIpOMMCERIOCIRICS, CCC.) .... ee keene 12 90 
ES Oe een ee 6 50 
SEES rage a re ae a ae 4 50 
I I a a 1 86 
SE ere a ea re 1 24 


37 


$2,750 00 
325 00 


$3,075 O00 


79 50 


$2,995 50 


$2,995 50 


$2,790 46 


2,779 34 


$11 12 


$1,725 00 
135 63 


$1,860 63 


1,860 63 
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PARK MAINTENANCE—Continued 
- GENERAL ACCOUNT 


Amoutit:appropriated June-3, 1912). 00.5 20. .4% et Te 
Amount transferred June 24, 1912, to Street Department, Maintenance 


Amount transferred September 16, 1912, from Maintenance, Street 
Departitient ig. ane oP yk kaw re OOS 


Amount transferred November 14, 1912 


From Maintenance, Floating Bath House ........ $100 00 
From Maintenance, General Expenses ........... 133 92 
From IM aintenance,.Salaries ©2008. ..5 3 eee 

_ From Maintenance, Salaries—Playgrounds ....... 79 50 


Amount transferred March 6, 1913, from Maintenance, Thorndike Field 


EXPENDED 

TA TEOMODIG wee se ees ian nnke Oe ckotehok oe ae $625 00 
TPelenhOROrser vite © ciosseis genie ac hs Se wate Dio t .ne ee 153 49 
Printing and binding annual report .................. 126 00 
SESE SET IOTSO- hex Fens ele 5 siete Rin S/o sc oo) eee: eee ee 118 62 
Hotertaimg, committees. . ..6..205.. 6. eee 117 25 
PriotmMs 2nd stock 4.4 2s 3 2 LS ew ee 54 31 
POC LIOUICN ye ccie a Posi sais aren Wve mek tee 53 25 
Gasoline snd dubricating oil. 2... 252. 5 Gwe eee 47 48 
Exchange of typewriters ...0.5 6045s... Sa 45 50 
FIiOPke GHOEMIS Filey SSE rine a sass seals wae Sone ee 41 80 
Auto repairs and supplies ...4.5 55.) 4 er 33 83 
Payrous.and rules (printing) =... 5)... 12 eee 24 50 
Postage-stanips and postaltcards =.) i440 os See aioe 23 96 
DECIR ERs | tare sears Ca ee hee ee eee 2 See 21 21 
Harness repairs and ‘supplies: .2. 2 NT Foss eo oe ee 20 66 
ait Cot MOTse WE AGA cS a Ay a ee 19 50 
ASAPMICK ETS eu Cl, PAE Hig wate ca IO We 2 ET 10 00 
Pebtering Stampa. sy 6 ccieise 0 ss oc a nl 7 83 
Licenses-to apérate machine soe 7.0.05. +. Le ee ee 4 00 
Likert ye eee oi nae ns oak ge B's a aie 39 hk ee 3 92 
Tiara ware, OOS ALC Re. basic, 4 le a WOR ee 3 67 
Bzpenses, superintendent. 5... 2. sea wets cna «a 3 20 
IRGPAaITs. "WAPOM kG Salo ae eT eee ch be ce ee eee 2 20 
Bt SU DOTS, La gosnans wlan eglas aka wala naae Id See 1 55 
Plavermiind SUpOlies csi ese s eAtggee ain «ne Ree en ee 1 50 
Repairing cabinet pss piss seks wie We 1 ke eee eee a 66 
PERT ORBALC.S tha. Hae eo ek ly aig < 3 SL ORR RIOR 20 

Total amount: io oy Wes as barnes 9 


$1,511 00, 
432 00) 


$1,079 00. 


125 00° 


$1,204 00. 


1,517 42° 
50 00— 


$1,567 42. 
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EXPENDED 


Meupplies. baseballs, bats, etc. ..........0...0. 0.0. oe 
PN ES rear 

Salary of clerk, dictation and typewriting ............ 
ES EE ra 
a) Prizes, closing day (fobs and jerseys) ................ 
MRO T MUINOOUNIINLLECS 0 oo. 5 ee ee 
GIS 6 
STRESS OS a a rahe ouee Rese, CUNT B at 
Bo EE ee ee i Spleen cvs ee ee nen ee 
fg 
| Postage stamps and postal cards .................... 
PS A Se 
NE ee 
De cee ge eee ce ee eee 
i IM ce cee ses ee we te es 
FE eee ee er 
ERTS. ne yess as oe eee 
0 aoa seas cc bow es 
Oo OR in Sete eg secs claw ea die ees 
II Oe gee, a oe ee es wees 
ge LES a 

ET TT SSS a ea 


FLOATING BATH HOUSE 


} Amount transferred November 4, 1912 

Seeeroenemmeenatice, bath House ....:)..........0-+% 
To Maintenance, General Account ............%. 
moememeenance, ohade Trees... 0. cee ces 


a 
ee DAN Bots ROMS 
~Towing house to Brookline Bridge .................. 
DE ees sy AES Ra 
tC de ee ee cee deve ek 
Mees ot ee eee 
ES SE aa 
STs egw ct we tne cn wwe wie eves 
Printing EI Tk Rote Pte iig.« Yok dacs arene ee 
SE a Gane ie er ie 
MM re hs os WS. oe a aoe ls tA SAS EY ere 


PARK MAINTENANCE—Continued 
GENERAL EXPENSES—PLAYGROUNDS 


{ Amount appropriated June 3, 1912 ........0.. cece cece cece cece, 
amount appropriated August 8,1912....... 20... 0.0... ccc eee 


. “Amount transferred November 14, 1912, to General Account 


Oy oy te Ne eh eae 


IRIS RS tr oy em CR ob pale elpe eee « 


SmnIETaOTODiiabed June >) 1912 2... ke cee cee eas +) 


39. 


$500 O00 
375 00 


$875 00 


133 92 
$741 08 


741 08 


$1,226 00 


470. 10 


$755 90 


755 90 
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PARK MAINTENAN CE—Concluded 


DANA SQUARE 


Amount appropriated June 3,:1912=~ 000... . wd sv «oe Se 
EXPENDED 
CAramolithie NOBLE 6d ses cry cui oh ee ee oat at aoa $304 18 
SN pail beg Sate PND eit erent Sig Grr en eRe Eee) 125 74 
BUGS EOr DOrCeliie ios. ee eis wy ie baie) +k OO. Ca 30 00 
LAR Ot ee Beek 6 aaa ty a ee Gia an QW gly aso wis Wide 8: eee 21 60 
Peel es PETICS PO eee VWs on Sass ate ha onde. Ff eae 16 00 
‘Totalsamount-.5 ooo. ss 3 1 sas pe ae oe 
Balance-unexpended. 45.4 5.6.34. .0 coe 0 eee eee 
THORNDIKE FIELD 
Amount appropriated October 3; 1912 2... 1. ye oe ee 
Amount transferred March 6, 1913: 
To Brown Tail Moth Extermination ............. $500 00 
LD General ACCOUNLS = ess . fee cede eee eee 50 00 
Amount transferred March 25, 1913, to Merrill School 
EY CITEL ates beh ek Okie aha sta a eh vtec Lok ee 25 00 
EXPENDED 
PUYVTOMUS GONs, soy Stas ae eo AG Te ee ee Oe $336 09 
RAO SSG sj ee ow de sow wind Gods ais Oe ee 63 99 
Hose couplings-and reducers... 5... 7. . usa eee 13 23 
Flooding fields for. skating. 0.0.5 ‘3. i 70.) an 4 00 
Hardware, toolssete;) Wigs a Aes dk be as 3 92 
PeleCiTIC HRTUTES 855. Se sf. eek Uo. Ree 3 60 
Total amount «.....% <3 S..s ase 9 ve ne ee 
Balanee unexpended =... 6... Sos. 0 20 ee 
LONGFELLOW PARK 
Amount appropriated June 371912... 22... 5.0.5 sae 
EXPENDED 
RIAN LOUS stasis CA a, SAE Re oe eae pen thee $244 14 
Total amount «0.08.5 eek ones oes cee er 
Balance unexpended bie vadescdeccwecieet «1 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN F. DONNELLY, 


General Superintendent of Pins 





$1,000 00. 


POY See eee 


575 00 


$425 00° 














PLAYGROUND ACTIVITIES 


Thorndike Field 


| REPORT OF 
SUPERVISOR OF PLAYGROUNDS 


| To the Honorable Park Commission of the City of Cambridge: 


| 


| Gentlemen: I have the honor to submit to you the annual report 
_of the Supervisor of the Cambridge Playgrounds for the Season ending 
August 29, 1912. 

The playground season of 1912 showed a marked advancement 
over 1911. The attendance also showed an increase over the previous 
season. 

. We maintained twelve playgrounds in all; five in school yards 
and seven on playground property, as follows: 


Broadway Common 
Captain’s Island 
Cambridge Field 
Fresh Pond 

Gore School 
Merrill School 
Mill Pond ~ 
Rindge Field 
Roberts School 
Skating Rink 
Taylor School 
Thorndike School 


The Playgrounds opened July 8 with an unusually good attend- 

‘ance. The opening exercises consisted of marching, singing, etc. 

After that we usually had folk dancing and occupation work for the 

cE girls and athletic events for the boys, consisting of track and field 

events and baseball. 

In the larger playgrounds a great interest was shown by the girls 
41 
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in a modified game of baseball, for when they once learned the rudi-- 
ments a great deal of enjoyment was obtained. The folk dancing 
was extremely popular, the girls all seemed to see the beauty in dances | 
of countries alien to that of their ancestors and as the days passed the 
charm seemed greater as was shown by the fine demonstration of, 
folk dancing on our Exhibition Day. | 

We had more enrollments in our Basketry Department than last 
year. In this work the younger boys and girls took an active 
interest. A wide range of materials were used and many attractive | 
models made. This work should tend to make them useful men and | 
women. | 
The Sewing Department more than any other, I believe, is 
needed today, as it enables the child to acquire a knowledge that is. 
helpful in adult life. The work was better this year and I look for 
better results next season. | 

The baseball schedule was arranged in the four larger play-. 
grounds—Rindge Field, Captain’s Island, Mill Pond and Cambridge 
Field (Thorndike Field not being ready until our last week) giving a. 
schedule of 20 games. The game of baseball is the most popular of 
all outdoor sports among our boys. 

A certain portion of our mornings and afternoons were devoted 
to field and track events, which met with great favor. 

The special events which took place during the season of 1912 
are worthy of mention. During July and August trips were taken 
by the different playgrounds to Waverly Oaks, Revere Beach, City | 
Point, Fenway Park, South End Ball Park (that is where the boys. 
enjoyed a fine game of ball) and Franklin Park. These trips were 
thoroughly enjoyed by all children. 

During the latter part of the season preliminary and final traclll 
meets were held which brought out large crowds of boys. : 

Our Demonstration and Field Day was held at Thorndike Field : 
August 27, 1912, a few days before the closing of the playgrounds. | 
These games showed to the visitors some of the activities which. 
could have been seen during the summer at any of the twelve 
playgrounds. rd 
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Our PROGRAM FOR THE DEMONSTRATION AND FIELD Day, HELD 


(a) 
(0) 


(a) 
(0) 


Avcust 27, TUESDAY AFTERNOON, AT 3 P. M., COVERED 
THE FOLLOWING: 


OPENING MARCH 


FoLkK DANCING BY THE CHILDREN 
1. Oats 
2. Shoemaker 
3. Swing — 
SacK RAckE. Junior and Senior Boys. Three boys from each Playground. 


RELAY QuoiT Race. Girls 12 years and under: 6 players on a team. Dis- 
tance, 45 feet 


RELAY QuoiT Race. Boys 12 years and under: 6 players ona team. Distance, 
60 feet 


COMBINATION RACE 
(a) Junior Baseball, throwing and running 90 feet. 


(b) Senior Baseball, throwing and running 90 feet 
Team of six players from each playground 


BEAN BaG Race. Boys and girls from each playground 


Fotk DANCES: 


1. Chebogan 
2. Ace of Diamonds 
3. Irish Barn Dance 


50 Yarps DAsH—Boys 12 years and under 
75 YARDS DAsH—Boys 14 years and under 


100 Yarps DasH—Boys 16 years and under 


Note.—All preliminary events for boys and girls from Broadway 
Common, Roberts School, Cambridge Field, Gore School, Thorndike 
Field were held at Thorndike Field; from Rindge Field, Skating Rink, 
Merrill School, Mill Pond and Captain’s Island were held at Captain’s 
Island on Thursday, August 22. 


RELAY RACE FoR Girts. Team of four girls from each playground. Distance, 
200 yards 


HicH Jump. Junior and Senior Boys 


ORGANIZED GAME PERIOD, in which will be demonstrated several of the games 
practiced on the playgrounds, including Captain Ball, Drive Ball, Pass 
and Toss Relay, Dodge Ball and Day and Night, etc. 


RUNNING Broap JuMp—Junior and Senior Boys 
QUARTER MILE ReL_Aay Race—Senior Boys 
SPECIAL FotK Dancinc—Older Girls 


CrrcLE ForMATION—Singing of ‘‘The Star Spangled Banner’”’ 


ins 
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND OBSERVATIONS FOR 1913 .~ 


The Supervisor herewith respectfully submits to the Park Com- 
mission the following recommendations which in his belief are neces- 
sary to the success of the playground activities in this city. 

The Supervisor would advise a course of dances and games 
which, under the guise of play, will bring to many of our girls all of 
the healthful reaction which stimulates, both physically and morally. 
This the Supervisor finds would be a great help owing to the large 
number of girls whose physical condition is below normal owing to 
their being burdened with many household cares, etc. 

In basketry there should be provision made for chair caning by 
boys. This would be helpful to them and would have the hearty 
endorsement of the parents. 

The Sewing should be extended so that the special teacher visits 
the playgrounds twice a week (excepting of course Captain’s Island). 
This would be a help to many of our girls who, through physical weak- 
ness, are unable to take part in the active games. 

The Supervisor has’ the following recommendations to offer in 
regards to playgrounds now under control of the Park Department. 
For the season of 1913, I would recommend the following: 


BROADWAY COMMON 


A certain portion of this Common should be set aside for boys 
14 and under, and another portion for girls (boys of over 14 years 
should go to the larger playgrounds). I would also suggest that a 
male teacher should be put in charge of the boys at this playground. 
There is also a need of about six small swings for the smaller children. 


FRESH POND 


This playground was closed two weeks before the end of the 
season of 1912 owing to the lack of attendance. This is a small school- 
yard not large enough for baseball, etc., really only fitted for occupa- 


tion work. I would recommend that this playground be closed during — 


the season of 1913. If a suitable park could be had, in this section 


(such as we had in 1911) I know that there would be a good attendance. — 


ROBERTS SCHOOL 


I would recommend the closing of this playground during the ; 
season of 1913. The children can either go to Cambridge Field or © 


Broadway Common, which are only short walks. The facilities are 
inadequate and cause a lack of attendance. 


(mS be ry 


hs web t 





THORNDIKE FIELD PLAYGROUND 
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SKATING RINK 


This is an ideal spot for a playground, but a male teacher should 


F be in charge. A Shelter House should also be provided for the storing 


a _ aa 
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SE ee 


of the material. 
TAYLOR SCHOOL 


Before the opening of Thorndike Field we had excellent attend- 
ance at this place, but after that date, owing to the better facilities 
at Thorndike Field, the children all flocked to the latter place, there- 
fore, I would recommend the closing of this place during the season 
of 1913. 

The attendance was taken twice a day, once in the morning and 
once in the afternoon and included (1) the number of boys and the 
number of girls in the morning and in the afternoon; (2) The total 


_ number of boys and girls each day; (3) Grand total of both boys 
_ and girlsper day. (See detailed report attached). The average attend- 


ance was larger than last year and our total attendance greater by 
22,562. This I consider a remarkable showing, inasmuch as we were 
badly in need of materials owing to insufficient appropriation. Next 
season if the appropriation is such as will allow us to purchase suffi- 
cient material I look for fine results. In the larger playgrounds there 
were weeks when we did not have any baseballs on hand, which was 
indeed a serious state of affairs considering how popular this game is. 


RECORD OF WEEKLY ATTENDANCE, 1913 


Masia eading july 12 July 19 July 26 Aug.2 Aug.9 Aug.16 Aug. 23 Aug. 30 


Broadway Common 562 857 ~=1,086 808 1,061 916 996 957 


"Cambridge Field .. 2,485 3,240 3,315 2,710. 3,195 3,145 3,295 2,500 
Captain’s Island .. 490 505 53D 365 480 470 890 400 
=Pfresh Pond :...... 804 Pad 557 450 A95 291 Closed Closed 
Gore School f...... Po L637) ©4192 839.0-1,.3828 ~~ 4,346. * 4,519 1.250 
Merrill School .... 1,269 985 955 940 975 Vy eae ie Pa 829 
trond. wf... .. Pse48~ 1,577 1,960. 2,057. 1,817 1,842 1,982 ° 1,423 
Roberts School .... 554 686 831 806 861 730 787 602 
Rindge Field ..... Pb 2,204 1904 1,474 1,881 1,587 5 1,581- 1,085 
Skating Rink ..... 1,077 656 780 559 623 466 391 250 
Taylor School ..... 1,672 890 422 596 588 442 Closed Closed 


® Thorndike Field”... 1,532 2,198 4,046 3,153 3,960 3,983 4,627 3,826 











Total weekly at- 
tendance at all 12 





playgrounds .... 14,608 16,012 17,883 14,757 17,264 16,045 17,089 13,122 
Average daily at- . 
tendance each = 
a 2,922 3,202 3,577 2,951. .3,453 3,209 3,418 2,624 
Total attendance during the season.....-........ 126,780 








46 . PARK DEPARTMENT 


The Supervisor feels he would have neglected a privilege if he 
failed to mention, at this time, his sincere appreciation and thanks 
for the help he received from the Commission. He would pay tribute 
to the splendid efforts of the General Superintendent who did his 
utmost to ensure the success of the playerouue) 4 | 


Respectfully See | 


B. F. SULLIVAN, 


Supervisor, — 
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